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Giee therefore thy Servant an under | 
Aanding Heart to judge thy People, 
that I may ' diſcern between good and 
bad: For oF is able to dew this 
thy fo great 'a People? And the 
166 Sperl pleaſed the Lord, that So- 
1 en bad {+ this Thing... 


7E — in vec Ha 1 
20 given us of the: Care which David 
VV took, to inſtil betimes into the Mind 
of his Son Solomon, a Principle of Piety; a 
ſerious R to che W and 3 
of God: As what would be the ſureſt Foun- 
dation of his on perſonal Proſperity; and of 
a glorious, uſefal,' and happy Reign. This he 
renewedly charges upon him; and eſpecially 
towards the Cloſe of his own Life; that ſo 
coming from him 'as his dying Charge, it 


& . ! 


might have the greater Force. Of this we 


Have a ſtriking Inſtance in 1 Chron; xxviii. * 
where (after a fervent Addreſs to the Heads 
of the Tribes, and his Civil and Military 
Officers, recommending Obedience to God, 
and Loyalty to his Son _ OP ) he turns hi e. 
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ſelf to bim: And wich a pathetic Affection od 
Earneſtneſs,” charges him in the following fo- 
lemn Words; recommending with the Au- 
thority and Tendernefs, of a Father, a fincere 
and unfeigned Piety; Aud thou Solomon my 
Son, - know. theu.. the God: .of tby- Father ; ; and 


ſerve him with a Perfect Heart and a willing 


Mind: And enforcing it with very weighty 
Motives: for the Lord ſearcheth all Hrarts; and 
'underflandeth the Imaginations of the Thoughts: 
thou ſeek him, he will be found of. — but. 

/ thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 9 off fortver. 
A great Example this for alt Parents to follow ! 
What they owe to God |: and to their Chil- 
dren too! And which, if they ſincerely with 
their Happineſs, and know wherein Happinefs 
conſiſts, they will not; flight, or negleCts as And 
let me obſerve, that inculcating this Prinèiple 
of Piety, the Knowledge and reverential Frar of 
God, is the firſt and moſt. barem. Beginping, of 
a good Education. Not only as it is moſt 
eaſily diſcerned, . and will, be moſt ſtrongly 
felt; but as it is in itſelf the moſt important; 
and in its Tendency the moſt powerful to 
'reſtrain and regulate the Paſſions, to over- 
balance and conquer Temptations, and to pro- 
duce and. ſecure univerſal Virtue... The good 
Effects of this early pious Care we find in 
Solomon: Who after. he came to the Throne, 
retained the good Impreſſions made upon him 


2 . —— — v ̃ w . ATI Bs tn 5 POE 
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- 18 55 . it is ſaid -of TN a). that A: 18 


2 Chih BY * is T 
(a) ver. 3 7 


the 


Dons [ra 1 | 
the Lord, walking in the Statutes of David his. 
Father. And to this it was owing, that he 
made the Choice and Preference which I ſhall 
now propoſe to your Conſideration: And hope, 
through God's Blefling, not only to engage 
your Applauſe and Admiration of it, but to 
lead you to an Imitation: That is, To prefer 
true Wiſdom before Riches, Honours, long Life, 
or any Thing elſe that the World offers to your 
Choice and Acceptance. In order to which it 
* be Proper x | | 


1. "Toa lay: belive you the Account here 
given of. Solomon's Choice: And point out 
lome remarkable Circumſtances Aiden 
ing it. And,. 

* To accommodate it to the n In- 

tention of this Day $ Service. 8 


Ji 1. e lay before you the Account ia 
given of Solomon's Choice; with the Circum- 
ſtances attending it that claim * Obſer- 
vation. | 

We are told 0 þ ) that Solomon went to bm 
& ſacrifice there : Which he performed with 
great Solemnity and Expence. There the Lord 
appeared to lim in a Dream by Night. And as 
an Acknowledgment of his Piety, lid him aft. 
uhr be ,awould, and it ſhould be granted him (c).. 

In what Manner he thus apppeared and ſpoke 


(* 9 a e 


2 to 


FeF 


to Rags, is not to my Purpoſe to enquire now. It is 
ſülßeient to obſerve, that Solomon was convinced 
of the Appearance and Voice being from God. 
After great and juſt Acknowledgments of the 
Divine Goodneſs to his Father and himſelf, in 
raiſing them to the Throne of Mael, he p roceeds 
to make his Choice and Requeſt; Which as well 
for the Manner, as the Matter of it, deſerves 
the higheſt Commendation and Regard. From 
a juſt Senſe of his own Inexperience and In- 
ability, of the Honour to which he was ad- 
vanced, and of the important Truſt committed 
to bim, he begs of God, to give him that De- 
gree of Wiſdom and' Underflandin ng, that would 
ſupply his own Defefs ; and qua Wy him for the 
right Diſcharge of the Office, rr which 45 Was 
inveſled. The Petition itſelf you may read 
(4): The Senſe of which I ſhall endeavour to 
give you in the following Paraphraſe. I 
e acknowledge, O Lord, the Honour thou 
* haſt done me in appointing me King in the 
* Room of David my Father, whoſe: great 
% Example I have ever 225 my Eyes. I am 
« ſenſible of the Difficulty I lie under in ſuc- 
e ceeding ſo great a Prince, in the Executions | 
of ſo great a Truſt, I feel and confeſs my 
% own Inexperience and Unfitneſs herefor : 
“ My Youth expoſes me to many Miſtakes 
% which I would gladly avoid: Nor am I fo 
ee ſollicitous about the external Emoluments 
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C91. 
«. and Splendopr' of a Crown, as to fulfil) the | 
te Duties of this high Office with Honour and 
« Uſefulneſs. — — therefore to thy Servant, 
e ſuch a right Apprehenſion, ſound: Judgment, 
and true Diſcernment, that I may always 
« diſtinguiſh between Right and Wrong; ad- 
« miniſter Juſtice and Equity impartially; 
promote the Good and Happineſs of thy 
« People; ; and, tus, faithfully, at up to the 
« wiſe and important Ends for which thou haſt 
e advanced me. fi 
This was the Choice and Requeſt He made! 
Who is there that reads or hears it, without 
admiring and being charmed by it! The next 
Verſes. tell us, that it was peculiarly acceptable 
to God: Who, in Reward of it, not only 
aſſured him of the Thing he a but pro- 
miſed him moreover, the inferior Bleſſings of 
Riches and external Honour above any other: 
and a long Life to enjoy them, upon his Con- 
tinuance in the pious Courſe, in which he had 
ſet out (e). Here then is an Inſtance of true 


Greatneſs of Mind and Goodneſs of Heart! that 


could comparatively deſpiſe the Things, which 
in the general Eſtimate bear too great a Sway; 
and which moſt, it is to be apprehended, 

would in his Circumſtances have given the 
Preference to! And, unmoved with the Dazzle 
of Riches and external Grandeur, deaf to the 
Sollicitations of. the baſer * to the Calle 
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ſtances which I ſhall 


- fs 5. 
of Ambition, the Cravings- of 'Senfuality, the” 
Dictates of Pride, and Revenge, which he might 


now have ſhewyn at leaſt a Diſpoſition to gratify, 
he nobly ſcorns them all! And makes ho 


other Advantage : of a particular Favour ſhewri 
him, than to /aſk for himſelf that Knowledge 

and Wiſdom, which would make him faith- 
ful to God, and qualify him for Uſefulneſs in 
the Station in which: ee had placed 


him! 


This is the Choice itſelf. And the Circum?” 
point out attending upon 
it are theſe that follow, which are worthy e our 
Obſervation. 

rſt, What it was that provuzed. him this 


: fignal Mark of 'God's Favour. 


And that was his good Diſpoſition Par- 
ticularly, his Piety towards Gad. This entered 
into his general Character: For that given of. 
him is that he loved the Lord. And he was 
now engaged in a particular Inſtance of it, 


which brought him to Gibeon where the Lord: 


appeared to him. Here he found remarkably 
verified what his Father had told him to en- 
gage him to the Fear of God; / thou ſeek him 
be dil be found of thee. The Way for us to 
expect the Tokens of the Divine Favour, the 
Guidance of Divine Wiſdom is, to wait upon 
God in the ſincere and conſcientious Diſchatge 


of tlie Duties we !owe-to him. And if we 


leave God out of our Thoughts and Regards, 
ye 9 no Reaſon to expect any Inſtances 
of 


5 Et 71 
of. ticular Favour from him. And Fthiok: 
I. 7 e that 7 his Piety towards 
God, but his Senſe ed . an Duty, 7 his 
Parents, was another Thing that recommended 
him ſo particularly to the Divine Regard. Lam 
juſtified in this Remark, as it is mentioned; (f) 
that be walked in all the 8 tatutes of. David his 
Father. And this made a; Part of Solomon's 
general Temper. and Char racter: For we find 
kim, (g] treating his, Father's. Memory with 
great Reſpect: And we have a remarkable In- 
ſtance of the Reyerence and Eſteem with Nhich 
he behaved to his Mother (50. And indeed / true 
Piety towards God will be always productive of 
Honour and (0) dience .to Parents. And! theſe 
united form a Cl arakter 21 ighly pleaſing and 15 
ceptable to. i e 
24. N 1 which. J would 
: point out to. you attending 1 this Choice and Re- 
queſt ſt of Solomon i is, his modeſt Opinion of, and 
humble iffidence with Regard to, himſelf. | 
This indeed was the very Foundation of bis 
| Requeſt: I A Conviction of his Need of Wit 
dom more than his own: A juſt Senſe of his 
own Imperfections: A becoming Diftruſt of his 
on Abilities: : In Oppoſition to that. ſuperci- 
lious Pride and Self-ſufficiency ; 3 which thinks 
itſelf equal to every Thing; and admits of no 
Suſpicions of itſelf ;. deſires no Advice or Cau- 


tions from others: 7 e s Temper Was the 


0 / ver. 3. (a). ver. 6 © (b) Ch. 2. ver; 19. 
COIN. | Th Re- 


[8] 
Reverſe of this. File had a juſt Senſe of the 
great Truſt committed to him, of the ſuperior 


- Abilities requiſite to it; and ſuſpected his own. 


as not ſufficient: And this led him to aſk Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding. This he expreſſes in 


the following Words, 'T am but à bitle Child; I 


Loe not how to go dut or to come in Ci). And 
t it is obſervabl le, that he even then excelled 


welt of his Age in Wiſdom; and that really, as 
well as in the Opinion of a fond Father (). 


Modeſty and Diffidence are no Signs of Folly, 
and Ignorance, but the contrary. And he that 


knows himſelf moſt, and has . juft Senſe 


of Duty and Character, will always be the moſt 


humble; the moſt defirous of further Wiſdom; 


the moſt ready to reccive the Counfet and Ad- 
vice of others. And this is vety amiable 
And not only led Solbmon to g Wil- 
doh of God: but diſpoſed him to recerve it; 
and reeotriiended. him in ſo Parchener a Man- 
ner to the Divine Regard. 5 
Zaly. I would alfo point out to you, that 


juſt” and becoming Senſe which Solomon had 


upon his Mind, of the Nature and Defign of 
the Power, to which God had advanced him. 
He toifidered- i it, not barely as intended for 


his own Grandeur and Splendor ; or as an In- 


ſtrument to his own Pleafure and Ambition: 
And therefore he did not afl, or principa ally. 


ſeek Riches, Honours, or Victory over his 5 E. 


© ver-79. (I) Ch. 2. ven g V 
nemies. 


3 [9 1 2 
nemies. But he conſidered it, as @ Truf repoſed | 
in bim for the Good of others : And therefore re- 
queſted Wiſdom to diſcharge it aright. In this 
he ſhewed a truly public Spirit; a juſt Senſe 
of his own: Value and Importance; and of the 
great End of human Life and Abilities. And 
thus ſhould we enter upon Life; and conſider 
the Capacities God has given us: Forming our 
Deſigns upon this generous Plan. Should re- 
member, that we are not made for ourſelves 
alone; but in- the ſtrongeſt Connections with 
others: That every one of us has a Place to 
fill up; a Truſt to diſcharge: That others have 
an Intereſt in, a Claim upon us: That what- 
ever Weight, by Power or Wealth, by Birth 
or Station, we have, is given us not for ſelf- 
gratification alone, but with a View to others. 
And therefore we ſhould in the firſt Place pray 
and deſire, that God would give us that Wit. 
dom and thoſe Abilities, which will qualify us 
to act with Faithfulneſs and Uſefulneſs, in what- 
ever Station his Providence ſhall place us. 
: athly. I would lead you to conſider, Solo- 
mon's — and Situation, when he made this 
Choice and Requeſt. | 
He wwas a young Man, and a King. From all 
Circumſtances it is moſt probable, that he was 
at this Time, ſomething above twenty Years of 
Age. A Time of Life when Vanity and ſelf- 
ſufficiency are apt to prevail ! And for Want of 
more Knowledge and more Experience, Per- 
ſons are ready to imagine, they know every 


Thing. are Sol to 2 Thing ! A Tine, 


When 


has its ſtrongeſt 


and Vanity; 


10 
Sg the Paltions' are very lively che World 
Charms; and Gricty 
and Honour have a a forcible Attraction! And 
eſpecially when the Situation is ſuch, as to give 
#heſe all their Force and Advantage ! 


which at any, eſpecially at ht Time of Life, 
are apt to corrupt the Judgment ; to feed Pride 
and to miniſter Fuel to Conceit, 
Ambition and Luxury ! It was, then that Solomon 


"0 gave this Preference to Wiſdom, before Riches, 


Honours, or the Lives. of his Enemics ! And 
this renders his Choice the more wonderful, 


and his Character very amiable. Theſe Diſpo- 
fitions at ſuch a Time of Life, are the moſt 


miſing Symptoms of a wiſe and good Charac- 
ter. Such are the peculiar Favourites, the Sons 


of Wiſdom |- are di poſed to imbibe her Prinet- 
ples, to receive her Maxims! Theſe are neceſſary 


Qualifications to be initiated into her School! 
Theſe recommend to the Eſteem of the Wiſe 
and Worthy! And, which is of the greateſt 
Importance, engage the Approbation ad Fa- 


vour of the God of all Wiſdom, the : Diſpenſer 


of every other Bleſſing! And this is another 


Circumſtance I would have you attend t to: 


namely, | 
Sch, The ſignal Evidence that God gave | 


0 of his Approbation of it. 


This was very honourable and dance 
for Solomon: And ſhewed the Wiſdom and 
Happineſs of the Choice he had made. God 


e him not only a 1 Meaſure of that 


Wil- 


Pleafure - 


And there 
is a great Acceſſion of Wealth and Power; 


ſion and Fayour. (/). Particular 


r 
Wiſdom and Pa which he had * 
ed, but ſuperadded the inferior Bleſſings of 
Wealth and Honour, which he had ſo gene- 
rouſly deſpiſed in Compariſon with the former. 
And indeed thoſe who make Wiſdom their firſt 
Choice, are alone fit to be truſted with Wealth 
and Power; as they alone know how to uſe it. 
In the Hands of ſuch it is a common Bleſſing : 
But without Wiſdom, a public Curſe. And 
thoſe who, like — * make Wiſdom 
their firſt and early Choice, do moſt effectually 
ſecure to themſelves, through God's good Pro- 
vidence, the Addition of every Thing elſe, that 
is really good. I will juſt mention one more 
Circumſtance; and that is, 
6thly, The Effect which this 8 
from God in his F avour, had upon Solomon. 
It filled him with Wonder and Thankfulneſs. 
And Solomon awoke, and behold it was a Dream: 
He had ſeen and heard all Things fo diſtinctly 
as though he had been awake; and when he 
awoke convinced him that it was an extraordi- 
nary Divine Viſion. And be came to Jeru- 
lem, and flood before the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord ;, and offered Burnt-Offerings 
and Peace- Offerings, in Token of his Thank- 


fulneſs to God, for his T 
ercies cal 


for particular Acknowledgments. And when 

God has remarkably interpoſed for us, the leaſt 

we can do, is to return him our warmeſt Praiſe. 
1 


(1) en 18. 1 >, om 
X42 | This © 


t 121 l 

Wit was Solomon's Choice. And theſe are 
the moſt material Circumſtances in it, that are 
worthy our Attention. I am fatisfied there is 
none of us, but what admire it, and applaud 


him for it. But what then? It may ſeem, 


from the particular Circumſtances” attending it, 
to be a Caſe beyond Imitation. For who is in 


Solomon s Situation ? Or who has ever had, or 


will have ſuch an explicit N made to 


him ? I anſwer, ' 
That the Spirit and Diſpoſition hee disco 


vered i is a very proper Subject of our Imitation : 


And what one would wiſh to ſee all young 
Perſons animated and actuated by. 'The Piety 

towards God; the Honour ſhewn to his Pa- 
rents; the Modeſty and Humility with Regard 


to himſelf; the Moderation with Reſpect to tlie 


World ; his prevailing Deſire to fill up his Sta- 
tion in Life with proper Decorum and Uſeful- 
neſs; and his determined Choice of ſubſtantial 
Wiſdom, before the outward gaudy Trappings 
of Life; or the Gratification of Paſſion ; Zheſe 
are the amiable Qualities of a lovely Youth : 
And theſe come ſtrongly and agreeably recom- 


_ mended by this Example. And the more ad- 
vanced his Station was in Wealth or pwn 


with the more agreeable Attraction do they en 


gage and draw us. And though we may oe 


have ſuch an expreſs Offer made to us, as Solo- 


mon had, yet in a Senſe all that are entering 
into Life, have their Choice to make: And, 
as it were, Wiſdom on one Hand, and the World 


on the other * them their Requeſt : And 


© 


OE 8 9 1 1 1 | 

it is in them to determine, a they will 
| chuſe, on which Side they > will: engage; and 
which ſhall principally direct and fix their 
Hearts, Deſires, and Purſuits. And in Truth, 
it may be well for us, that ſuch an explicit 

Propoſal as 7h1s, is not mãde to us] Very few; 
I ami afraid, are fit to be truſted ſo far ! Very 
few. would be able to quit the certain Offers of 
Power, Wealth, or the Gratification of a dar- 
ling Paſſion! and to deſire and embrace true 
Wiſdom preferable to them all ! Thoſe I am 
ſure would not, who prefer the general Offers 
of the World and Sin, though fallacious and un- 
certain, before Religion which is the higheſt Wiſ- 
dom; and its Gains, which are the greateſt and 

fure/t. It is poſſible (more than poſſible l) that 
any of us would greedily catch at ſuch an Op- 
1 e to gratify Ambition, Covetouineſs, 
Pride, Luxury, or ſome predominant Paſſion, 
miſchievous to others and fatal to ourſelves ; 
rather than deſire the Guidance, Pleaſures and 
Advantages of heavenly Wiſdom ! Like the 
Daughter of Herodias upon a Tryal ſomething: 
fimilar; who deſpiſed half a Kingdom, to gra- 
her Pride and Revenge (n). However fo 
far as is left to our Choice; let us take Care to 
make a right one, With Solomon let Wiſdom = 
be the Subject of our Choice and Regueff. And 
in our Petitions to God, in our principal De- 
fires, and moſt earneſt Purſuits, let us prefer 
1 follow it; before ___ external n 


05 6 Ch. Mark 2. ver. 25. 


ret. 55 

or ſenſitive Gratifications ; much more before 
the Pleaſures ind Sim if bin. And this 
leads mne 

II. To bene ebe this Benin ple of 85. 
| bomon to the immediate Intention and View of 
this Day's Service. 

71 ; To direct and ps thoſe that are | 
Young, to make Choice of true Wiſdom in its 
| End, and its Means; to embrace its Offers, 

to deſire its Guidance, to follow its Dictates, 
as their governing Rule and determining View; 
before any of the Propoſals to direct their 
Conduct, and center their Aims, Os Ns this 

World or Sin can make. 

And ſuch an Addreſs as this, is in "the. very 
Nature of it, adapted to the early Part of Liſe: 
Which is the Time for chuſing : The Tima 
for making our Party either with Wiſdom . or 
with the World: The Time for forming ſuch 
Schemes; and entering into ſuch Engagements. 
and Meaſures; and propofing ſuch Ends, as 


ſhall direct our future Conduct, and regulate . 


our future Views. To ſuch therefore, I would, 
with Plainneſs (and I can aſſure them with. 
| Sincerity) addreſs myſelf. I hope they will 
attend to a kind. and faithful Monitor and 
Friend: Propoſing no Intereſt of my own, but 
 their's : Offering them a Scheme, not of my 
own, but of everlaſting Wiſdom ; founded 
upon certain Truth and Experience, how to. 
ſettle e in Life, in a ſtill more. important. 
Senſe than the Word is generally uſed : (though 


that bas its Tipportance !) I mean; to fix * 3 
| rin- 


tit 

- Prific to ſettle ſuch Views; to prapets 
ION 85 mhall have a good Effect, not 
only upon their pendant, bes ab 2 
eternal Exiſtence. 

I ſuppole vou do not dais neglect Ad- 


dreſſes to the God of Nature and Providence ; 


the Giver of Wiſdom; and the Dif) ſer of all 
other Bleſſings. Prayer is ſo much the Lan- 
guage of Nature, that if there be not ſet 
Addreſſes, yet the Heart will be inſenſibly 
carried out, toward the great Over-ruler of 41 
Things, for Sueceſs in what it is intent upon. 
When you therefore, occaſionally. or ſolemnly 
addreſs 4 make not the World the prin- 
7 Object of your Requeſt: Nor deſire in 
le firſt Place, nor over eagerly the accumu- 
hüte Wealth, the arriving at Honours, nor 
the attaining to any particular ſecular View. 
But, referring all hee Things to God, chiefly 
and with the moſt ardent Deſires, implore 
that Wiſdom, which. ſhall lead you to a right 
Conduct in Life; conſiſtent with, and worthy 
of your Character; and fo as 0 . your 
moſt invaluable. Intereſts. | 
Let me, again, ſuppoſe, that you. are now 
Lit 5 — for future Life: And that 
vou = net ſet out — at Random. 
Some governing Point you fix your Eye u 
T0 — of which you x 0 
male other Things ſubſervient. To ſome 
' Riches; to others Hondurs, or Pleaſures; and 
to others the meit low and ſordid Gratifications, - 
are © the View they for out with: The Mark at 
which 
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which they aim. But be not . theſe your final 
determining End. Set out in Life with an 
Intention and View to act up to the diſtinguiſh- 


7, ing, and moſt 8 Characters of Man; 


as a Servant of God; defigned for Society; 
formed for Virtue; and capable of Immortality. 
Be your ſettled Aim th erefore, in whatever 
Station of Life Providence ſhall pee you; 
to do Honour to God; to be uſeful to others; 
to ſecure and promote your own Purity and 
Dignity; and to obtain eternal Bliſs. By zhe/e 
regulate your Deſires: Towards theſe direct 
your Aim: Let nothing be regarded in Op- 
poſition to them: Let every Thing be deſpiſed 
in Compariſon with them. In a Word; in- 
ſtead of worldly Maxims being your Guide, 
and worldly Aims your principal End, ſet out 
defiring the Conduct of true Wiſdom. Chuſe 
her for the Guide of your Youth : Earneſtly 
implore and diligently follow her Inſtructions: 
And prefer her Pleaſures and Rewards, to any 
Offers that the World, Senſe, and Sin can make. 
And that my Counſel may be acceptable, 
and come with the greater Weight, ſhall 
with as much Brevity as I can, Iſt, Deſcribe 
to you that Wiſdom which I would _ 
mend. adly, Point out the 1 and ſu 
Advantages of the Choice of it. And 3dly, . 
before you ſome Things, which are either 
3 of it; or * neceflary” to: the Attainment 
... 
As to the Giſt of theſe; By Wh bes 1 do 


not mean lare Knowledge : Or refined and 
3 b 5 — 
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ſublime' Speculation; of whatever kinds or to 
whatever Degree it may be carried. For there 
may be zhis in the largeſt Compaſs, that the 
humane Mind is capable of, without any true 
Wiſdom. And though Knowledge is by noMeans' 
to be ſlighted; but an Enquiry after it ought to 
be encouraged, as a noble Entertainment to the 
Mind, and a great Qualification for Uſefulneſs ; 
yet Care ſhould be taken, that it be neither 
reſted in ner miſapplied ; as it may be, and 
too often is: And when it is, wants the eſ- ; 
ſential Ingredients of ſubſtantial Wiſdom. . 
Much leſs by Wiſdom do I mean, Subrilty 
and Cunning, in gg: ſecular Aﬀairs, with 
the Art of turning every T hing right or wrong 
to a preſent Intereſt. This is worldly Wiſdom : | 
And it is generally admired. It is the Policy 
and Method of thoſe; who have fixed upon 
the World as their End: And to compaſs it, 
can ſhuffle and. diſguiſe ;. and make - Uſe, of 
little low Tricks of F raud, and Circumvention. 
But it is a mean Part: And what you will 
always think beneath you to act, if you take 
true Wiſdom for your Guide. That glories in 
Innocence, Integrity, Simplicity ; while it is 
accompanied with Prudence and Diſcretion. 
That raiſes the Soul above a mean Thing : And 
preſcribes no Maxims, propoſes no Views, but 
what are conſiſtent with a good Character, and 
a ſteady, right Conduct. | 
By 22 therefore I mean; the propoſing: | 
to ourſelves ſuch an End, and the purſuing it by 


= Meaſures, as are worthy of, and con- 
| D fiſtent 3 
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ſiſtent with the 4 and mth 8 Mito 
racters and Relations which we. ſuſtain ; and 
the moſt —.— Intereſts we have depend - 
ing. Wall 
and ſeeking the Attainment of them hy, right 
Means. IC; is the Wiſdom, of May that we Xe 
enquiring after, Let us aſk then, What is 
Man? Is he not a Creature. of: God? De, 
pendent upon him? Subject to his Authority? 
And accountable to his Judgment ?, Is he not 
naturally formed to be 4 Member af Socieryi? 
And — with Diſpoſitions and Aden, | 
to defire and. promote the Happineſs, of others ? 
Is he not rational, and - confcrous ? endoved a 
with a Love and Approbation of Virtue? 
With an Abhortence ad Condemnation, of 
Vice? Is he not Immortal? And. evidently. 
deſigned to ſurvive the preſent Period of his 
Exiſtence, in a State * more important? 
Theſe are undęniably, the diſtinguiſhing, and 
— honourable Characters and Nelatians of ö 
. SF 
And, what. then i is his. Wiſdom ? Hh it not to . 
act up to the Dignity of his Nature: . To fulfil 


the grand Deſign of his Being? And, by a 


careful Attention to theſe Relations, and go- 

verning himſelf. by theſe Obligations, to. nk 
the ſupreme Perfection and Happineſs that he 
is capable of; and for which his Maker has. 
e and intended him? To. ſum vp. all, 
therefore in one Word; Religion in its largeſt 


Senſe, is Wiſdom: The Beginning and Sub- 
i ſtance of true ſolid Wiſdom. Its Rules fon: 
me 


conſiſts in propoſing right mow 4 


the Maxinis which 427 vile Man will con- 
duct himſelf by. Its Hoppinefe is the great and 
governing End, which every wiſe Man will pro- 
po to Himſelf, and piirſue (#). To ſerve ant 

6nour God; to be uſeful in our Station ; to 
improve inn univerſal Goodneſs; and fo to 1 
re for Immortality, are the moſt important 
res we can purſue; the nobleſt End for 
which we can live. And he is the 25% Man, 
who ſteadily keeps this End i in view; who never 
wilfully negle&s the Means; and who can 
| bravely deſpiſe all lower Views and Purſuits i in 

_ tiſon herewith. © Upon theſe Princi ples, 
riends, would 1 erw you to form your 

Muds: With theſe Views to ſet out in Life, 
Make Religion in its Means and its End, your 
firſt and early Care and Choice: And pray to 
God to give you mote and more of cis bes. 
venly Wifdotin, 

And now, I preſume, from this general Ac- 
count of trite Wiſdom; the real and ſuperior 
Advaitapes of it are very evident. So that I 
need not — long upon the ſecotid Head, viz, 

24). Ts point out to you the Advantages of 
ſuck a : Choice and Prefereice. 

Perhaps our principal Schemes may have been 
wotlaly and ſecular. And we may ſet out in 
Life, determined, if poſſible upon Riches, Ho- 
nours, of Pleafures as our only Gobd Or at 
leaſt as What we are eagerly and "principal ly de- 
fitotis'to attain and pbſſeſs: And abſolute Succels 
in theſe Meaſures 55 Views, is the Subject ow 


(n) 2874 28. 111 Efe 10. 1 Prov. 7. 12 Eccl, 13,14. 
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= 
our Requeſt to God. But indeed we-know not 
what we aſk : Perhaps may be only ſeeking In- 
ſti uments to deſtroy ourſelves : And our Re- 
queſt, if granted, may be our Diſgrace and 
Ruin. For theſe Things are very far from be- 
ing in themſelves our Happineſs: And are no 
further valuable, to any truly honourable and 
good Purpoſes, than according to the Temper 
with which we poſſeſs them; and the Uſes to 
which we apply them. Let us then ſet out with 
moderate Affections, and Deſires. Leave theſe 
Things to the all- wiſe God, without Anxiety or 
Diſtreſs; who knows us beſt; knows whether 
| they are good for us; and what Kind or Degree 
of them we can bear. For our Parts, let it be 
our View and Choice, rather to be good than 
great: Rather to behave well in our Stations ; 
than to be eagerly ambitious of advancing them. 
Or in one Word, rather deſire to be really wiſe 
and happy ; than to be externally and deceitfully 
ſo; And prefer ſolid Advantages before flaſhy 
| Appearances, For indeed this Choice of hea- 
venly Wiſdom is the moſt advantagious. 7. bis 
is repreſented in a Variety of Paſſages in the 
ſacred Writings. As I have not Time to quote 
them, I ſhall only recommend to your frequent 
Reading, and ſerious Conſideration, the 3d Ch. 
of Proverbs : In which the Excellency and Ad- 
vantages of Wiſdom, are deſcribed with great 
Strength and Beauty; and in a Manner very fit 
to engage and attract the Hearts of thoſe who 
are young, to a Love and Choice of her. The 


PR Advantages of ſuch a Choice, which 
I ſhall 
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that ſurround us; and prevents Self- armer 
Remorſe. It gives us the trueſt Enjoyment of 


FFF 


Bid 
J. ſhall mention; (and have but Time Juft to 
mention) are theſe. that follow. | 


It. With regard to ourſelves : k fame Hence | 


and Tranquility of Mind: Frees us from the 
Outrages — Inſults of Paſſion; from diſquiet- 
ing Anxiety; gnawing Covetouſneſs; unbound- 


ed Ambition; brutal Luſt ; pining Envy; ; and 
tormenting Revenge. It affords us an even 


leaſant Rule to go by, through the Mazes of 
Lite. It directs in the Paths of Serenity and 


Chearfulneſs.; and ſecures Self-Approbation. 


It gives us friendly Warning of the Dangers 


preſent Good ; by adding to all the Senf 
Father's Love; and teaching us how: 

them in the beſt Manner; and apply them 
beſt Advantage. It fortifies the Mind againſt 
Diſappointments from the World; and leads us 


to be contented and happy without it. 


2dly. With reſpect to our Connections e 
cern with others. It engages their Eſteem: And 
ſecures true Honour and Reſpect from them. It 
renders us of Importance to the World: And 
valuable Members of the Society to which we 
belong. Wiſdom diffuſes its friendly Influences 


= others; and makes them the better and the hap- 
pier for us. Whereas without it a Man loſes his 


Worth : and Wealth and Power are the Objects 
of Suſpicion and Dread; bear an unfriendly 
and maleyolent Aſpect: And only expoſe in a 


more” glaring, Light, the” ill mung ak their 
Foſſeſſor. lion 


With 
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Zaly. With teſpect to the 1 our 
Concerns with him: (which are of all others the 
moſt i ) Such an early Choice and Prefe- 


rence o Wiſdom is pecuharly acceptable in his 


Sight: And fecures his particular Bleffing and 
Favour. And who can ſay or conceive the 


great Advantage refulting from hence? How | 


many Evils may his Power protect us from? 
How many Dangers may it avert ? Ho many 
Difficulties may his Viſdom carry us through? 
Prevent the fatal Miſchiefs, which our Igno- 
rance or Weakneſs might occaſion? And ſe- 


cretly direct to the beſt Purpoſes, Circumftances 


and Caſualties, which are beyond the Reach of 


dur Power and Knowledge? How much may 


his Bounty and Gootneſs do for ſuch ? In re- 
ward of their Preference of Wiſdom, ſuperadd 


other Things, ſo far as they are really Bleffin gs: 


And annexing to all, ſuch a Senſe of his Lonintg- 
Kindneſs, as is better than Life itſelf; and can 


make us happy with or without its Enjoyriecits 


And I muſt add; 
4zhly. That the Advantages of this Choite will 


be hereafter more ſignal and conſiderable. The 


Werldhitiy's Choice will ſoot fail; And he that 
centers his Defires in Rithes; Honours and 


Pleaſures, will meet with a certain and miſerable 


Diſappointment. But W:/doM' abides fot ever: 
And will reward thoſ& who chuſe her, with 
never-fading Honours ; never-ending Pleaſures; y 
for Kind ſuited to the Nature of the Sool; for 
Degtee equal to its Capacities ;- aid for Burg. + 


tion commenſurate with ä g ps 
1 uc 
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Such are the u bet 1 * chis 
| Choice. Let this determine all that are young 
to make it. Let not Wiſdom court you in vain: 
Nor ſuch ſolid Advantages be rejected for out- 
fide Shew, and empty Noiſe. Or rather I 
would ſuppoſe, that you are determined: That 
you are in good Earneſt enquiring after Wiſdom: 
And making her Ways, and her Rewards your 
firſt. and early — Would to God that | 
this were the Caſe with more, with al} who. 


hear me! Some of - you have been betimes 


entered herein: And to decline, will be 

Worſe than never to have known them! Re- 
member, that Time runs waſte; and: the great 
Pur poſe of Life is neglected, till you engage in 
this — and Courſe: Fhat you are account- 
able. to God for your. Opportunities and Abili- 


ties; Which are all miſimproved, till applied to 


And; to direct and aſſiſt you in 


this Choices. which I propoſed 
Ther Sire me Leave to ſubjoin the allowing 
i NES: - | | 
. Endeavour after, aright Lnowhdan of your- 
ſelyes: Of your Weakneſſes and Infirmities ; - 
and - « of - whatever. be the prevailing - | 
Paſſion or. Inclination. Be at the a Time 
ſenſible of the Temptations that ſurround you; 
and your too great Proneneſs to fall in with them. 
This will guard againſt Pride, Security, and Self- 
Confidence: Than which nothing is more dan- 
gerous, nor yet more common. It will excite a 
conſtant Caution and Circumſpection; for want 
_ which, many * Minds have been 


un- 


to do in the 3d; 


[24J: - | 
unawares ſeduced and corrupted. te will beſt 
are the Soul for divine Teachin And diſ- 
poſe ĩt to deſire and ſubmit to Wiſdom's Rules. 
And on tlie otlier Hand, know alſo your -own 
Importance ad Value. Remember what you 
are: And what great Things you are capable 
of, and intended for. This will inſpire you 
with an Ambition to follow the Marian, and 
prefer the Honours of true Wiſdom: Raiſe 
your Views and Purſuits above a World that 
is far beneath yourſelves: Lead you to ſcorn 
any baſe ſervile Compliances with or for the 
fake of it: And give you a Spirit too noble to 
ſuffer itſelf to be degraded wy: oy into 
| Earthlineſs and Senſüality. 1 41.1 10 81 
2. Endeavour to form a juſt Eſtimate of thi! 
World; and what it propoſes: And compare 
11 With your own Capacities for Enjoyment 
and Happineſs. It is for want of know¾ing the 
World better; and by viewing only the Surfaces 
of Things, that ſo many ſacrifice Wiſdom and 
its Rewards to it. Whereas a more thorough 
Knowledge of it, of what it is in itſelf, and of 
what it can do for us, will prevent our being 
carried away, by the ſpecious Appearance it 
makes: And W us, that as it is not our 
ſupreme Good, ſo neither ſhould it have our 
ſupreme ee and Regard. Again; | 
Lt not the immoderate Love of Pleaſure enter 
into your Mind ; and be x very cautious, how far, 
and what Kinds hereof you indulge pes 8 
in. An exceſſive Fondneſs for, and Indul | 


to Pleaſures of. 2 ſenſitiye Kind, will amp 
— GG 
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dhe heavenly Principle of Wiſdom : WIII ſpell 
the Taſte and Reliſh for its Pleaſures: And 
render the Mind, too ſoft to admit of het 
Diſcipline ; too weak to follow her Rules; too 
ſenſual to partake. of her Joys. This is the 
Bait, that ruins many an unwary Mind ; that 
robs Wiſdom of many of her Votaries; that 
 entangles many in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
And as this is ſo much the prevailing Faſhion 
nom, T think it is better, (and a becoming 
Self-diffidence will think fo too; far better) 
to deny ourſelves ſome perhaps. in themſelves 
lawful Liberties; than to run the Hazard, of 
drinking too deep of the ne ens 
chanting Potion. 

I would alſo adviſe, that you would be very 
careful in the Choice of your Company. For 
there is ſomething in bis, that is inſendibly 
iünſinuating; that has a prodigious Force in 

forming the Temper and Manners; and eſpe- 
cially that unawares ſteals upon and bends young, 
pliant Minds; who are unſuſpicious of Danger; 
res love to be agrecable to thoſe with whom 
= converſe. Decline therefore, as much as 
ble, all Intimacy and Familiarity with 
thoſe who have no Regard to the Ways of 
Wiſdom: Who will make a Jeſt of Sin ; and 
N . Tenderneſs of Conſcience and a Regard 
to Principle. Who laugh at and deſpiſe Wits, 
dom, only becauſe it is too high for them. 
Who know nothing but ſenſual Gratification 5 
And look no further or higher, than the _— 
E | 
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If theſe entice thee, conſent thou not. I wel | 
pretend to ridicule thee, regard them not. 
Their Contempt, do thou eſteem an Honour, 
Their prophane Jokes affect not thee, but turn 
upon themſelves. Aſſociate with the Wiſe and 
Good, ſo ſhalt thou learn their Ways; and 
ſecure thy Soul from a Snare. Avoid the 
other as a Plague; leaſt thou inſenſibly catch 
the Infeation. Remember, that he that walk- 
eth with wiſe Men ſhall be wife; but a 
choſen Companion of Fools ſhall be deftroyed 5 
with them (). Further; 

Receive the Advice, yea take Kindly the 
Cautions and Reproofs of thoſe, who have 
more Knowledge and Experience of 1 8 
and the World, than yourſelves. Nay, 
ſome Caſes, be willing to follow imphbridy 
their Cautions ; ; even though your own Raw- 
neſs and Inexperience, may hal at once ſee 
the Neceſſity or Expediency of them. I know 
the Pride and Self-ſufficiency of Youth is. apt 
to recoil: at this Advice: And to deem ſuch» 
Cautions as officious or ill-natur'd. But where 
there is tried Love and approved Integrity, 
accompanied with ſuperior Wiſdom, and longer 
Experience, we ſhould not miſtruſt them; 
but rather ſuſpect ourſelves. And where the 
Cautions and Advices of ſuch have been ſlighted 
through a Pride of Heart, or an impetuous os 
impatient Temper, the Reflection of future 
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Experie ce las often been, an with 1 Hill 
Converſe: much PE; Kerzbufy with the Word . 
of God. Not fo much for "Rating, Enter 
tainment and Speculation, as to learn true 
Wiſdom from thence. For that contains a 
ä glorious Treaſury of it: The beſt Rules of 
Wiſdom: And the beſt Motives, to engage 
our Love and Choice of it. And finally ; 
Accompany all with your fervent Prayers to. 
God, the Giver of Wiſdom : hat he would 
3 inſtruet, guide and eſtabliſh you in it; With 
that 1 of your own Need of it; and of its 
Excellence, Value and Importance, as ſo re- 
markably diſcovers itſelf in this Prayer of - 
Solomon. © 
And now I will cloſe all with an earneſt 
Charge to Parents in the Name of God: That 
they do betimes enter, and carefully train up, 
their Children in the Ways of Wiſdom : And 
in their future Diſpoſals of them, always keep 
this Point in View. A Defect here is ſetting out 
wrong. And the Meaſures purſued in Confe- 
quence of this Neglect, are ſo many Deviations 
from the Road to Happineſs, And yet how 
many are culpable in this Reſpect? What wrong 
Plans of Education do many form and proceed 


upon? The Fineries, Pomps and Pleaſures of 


. Life, are the firſt Things our Children are taught 
to admire, and be in love with, and value 


themſelves upon. Senſual Indulgences, or the. 


Gratification of a darling Paſſion are made 


their Reward ! We pamper Pride; are pleaſed 
E 2 N with 
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with their Tricks of Subtilty and Cunning 


and encourage and teach them Revenge ! And 


upon this fatal Scheme we proceed, in our 
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future Diſpoſals of them! The principal if 


not ſole View is, how they may beſt make 
their Fortune, and grow Great and Rich! 


As if this World was the chief Good: And 
Religion and their Souls were only to be 
minded by the bye! Thus we ſow the Seeds, 
and promote the Growth of Envy, Diſcontent, 
worldly Mindedneſs, Ambition and Senſuality | 
While Wiſdom is left to ſpring up of itſelf; 
or to be ſowed by Chance! And then to 
excuſe our own Folly and Cruelty, we com- 
plain of the Corruption of humane Nature; 
and the Degeneracy of the World! But give 
me leave to preſs it upon you, who have 
choſe Wiſdom yourſelves, to inculcate it upon 
your Children: And to begin jfr/f, with im- 
planting its joan = in their Minds: For 
theſe are ſuited to the earlieſt Stages of rational 
Life: And when once ſettled, will not be 
eaſily rooted out. Shew them therefore its 
Excellency and Importance; and how in- 


ſeparably true Honour, Pleaſure, and Hap- 


pineſs are connected with it. Enter them 
into its School betimes; accuſtom them to 


its Rules; and improve their Taſte; and 


encreaſe their Value for its Rewards, by ſetting 
them before their View. Take off the falſe 
Colourings in which the World appears: And 
before-hand obviate and ſo guard them W 
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Wiſdom and her Ways. Give them juſt Senti- 
ments of their own real Character; and how 
much it becomes them to act up to it: And right 
Notions of their true Happineſs; in what it 


conſiſts; and how to attain it. And eſpecially, 


let them ſee Wiſdom ſhine, with a Light and 
Luſtre becoming itſelf, in your own Example; 
diſplaying its genuine Fruits, with an attracting 
Grace, in your Temper and Conduct. So may 
we hope to ſee our Children wiſe and happy ; 
uſeful and beloved: Our Comfort and Joy; 
and the Delight of others: An Honour to our 
Names and Memory : And, which is beſt of 
all, may form the raviſhing Proſpect, of have 
ing them at laſt ſhare with ourſelves, the un- 
ſpeakable Honours and Rewards of true Wiſ- 
dom, in the everlaſting Approbation and Fa- 
vour of God. 
And if my-Wiſh might avail, this would be 
the happy Lit of every Parent and every Child 


who heard; or into whoſe Hands this Diſcourſe 
ſhall fall. 
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